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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out arid distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Regarding claim 16, it is unclear whether wrapping the limb with a "wrapping 
means" and the "cast forming gauze" are meant to be the same element since the specification 
only discloses the gauze being wrapped over the protective covering and no other additional 
structures. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6, and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kania (US Patent 5,830,237). 

3. Regarding claim 1, Kania discloses a removable post operative limb dressing comprising 
a thermoplastic gel liner (cushion liner, Figure 7A), a protective covering over the liner (fabric 
liner, column 6, lines 20-25), a removable cast (hard socket), and a securing means (knee sleeve) 
for securing the removable cast to the limb (see Figure 1 1). 
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4. Regarding claims 3-5, the gel liner and fabric covering are closed at one end and open at 
another (see Figure 1 1). 

5. Regarding claim 6, the removable cast (hard socket, Figure 1 1) is cut along its top 
periphery. 

6. Regarding claim 9, the knee sleeve in Figure 1 1 can be considered to be a strap. 

7. Regarding claim 10, the socket has an opening at the top periphery for receiving the limb 
(see Figure 1 1) proximate the knee joint. 

8. Regarding claim 1 1, the dressing is suitable for a below the knee amputated leg. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 2, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kania 
in view of Schon et al (US Patent 6,368,357). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, Kania substantially discloses the claimed invention as applied to 
claim 1, but does not disclose a distal pad or a cast that is cut into more than one portion and has 
a hinge. Schon et al teach a removable post operative limb dressing comprising a distal pad 
(210) and a cast (22) that is cut into more than one portion (24 and 26) and comprises a hinge 
keeping the removable cast in one piece (column 5, lines 26-33). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have provided the 
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dressing disclosed by Kania having a distal pad and hinged cast, as taught by Schon et al, to 
provide extra padding to the end of the operative site and facilitate easy removal of the cast. 

12. Regarding claims 7 and 8, Kania substantially discloses the claimed invention as applied 
to claim 1, but does not disclose the removable cast is cut into more than one portion. Schon et 
al teach a removable cast cut into more than one portion (24 and 26) having a hinge (column 5, 
lines 20-25) so that the shell is designed to open and close about the residual limb. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
provided the dressing disclosed by Kania having a hinged cast cut into more than one portions, 
as taught by Schon et al, to provide easy removal, of the cast. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 12-15 are allowed. 

14. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record does not teach or suggest the combination of a method for dressing a post- 
operative limb comprising applying a thermo plastic gel liner, placing a distal pad over the liner, 
covering the limb with a protective covering, placing a spacer around the perimeter covering 
with a protective covering with a wrapping means, wrapping the limb with a cast forming gauze, 
shaping the residual muscle tissue before the gauze solidifies, cutting the cast proximate the 
spacer around the periphery to permit removal, and securing the cast on the post-operative limb 
with one or more securing means. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kari Petrik whose telephone number is 571-272-8057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and every other Friday, 7-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on 571-272-4940. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
.system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kari Petrik 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3772 



KKP 




